Pharmacoeconomics of mild cognitive impairment.
There is little written about the pharmacoeconomics of mild cognitive impairment (MCI), particularly with regard to intervention. The aim of the paper is to highlight methodological issues and to present some results that are of importance when drug interventions of MCI are discussed. There is a relationship between severity of dementia and costs, but to what extent such results can be extrapolated to MCI is not known. Even if it is logical to consider a postponement of the shift from MCI to dementia as cost effective, this statement must be proven, particularly in light of the insufficient knowledge about the effects of anti-dementia drugs on survival. From the Kungsholmen project in Sweden, there are indications that the postponement between MCI and manifest dementia may result in short-term benefits (a few years) of about SEK50,000 (5300 US dollars).